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Dear kgional AdministratoJ Steinb~: . 1 · 

I 'am writing to confirm our phone conversation yest y ~ USEPA Region II . i ;:[:i 
a:od New Jersey Dep:utmr:nt of Environmental Prot n (NJDEP) promptly cogeging in 
discussions coocaning po:5$1.'ble coordination of our · s' respective dfurts to 
deve1Dp interim remedial aqJ renx,~al measures ~r the Passaic River. ~ )'0'1 know, in 
Deceroba ~005, NJDEP issued to Occidental Chemict,t Coxporatio~ Tierra Solutions, 
Inc. and Maxus fnergy Co.rporation ( collectively ""OCC") a·Directivc under the e:w 
Jersey Spill Co~tion ao.d Control A<f directing 1hose a4uies to pay the costs 
.(apectc::d to be $2.3 million) to aigage l.Quis Berger & Assc_>cpates to ana1yu; and , 
rcwmmend a dredging anj stabilization pw, to address the bqt spots ofTCDD in the 
lowa- Passaic ruver within one year. After issuanoe ofNIDE,P's directive, USEP A 
Region Il p,ovidcd to DEP and others a d:caft presentat» oqUSEPA's reccnlly initiated 
''Evahiation o.fl.nterim Rcu>edial reMUres," wbi'f, is aclleduJed to be completed by early 
SUIJllner of this year. · ' , . 
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.. ' ! You indicated yesterday your willmgness to bzlire USEPA
1
Re.gion n a,g~e in tbat 

d~gue.. W'Jth your commitment to· do so~mpEP would be willing to forgo , 
erlbrcaDeDt of the Source Control Dredge Plan Dircc:t:m issued to OCC fin sixty to 
ninety days while our agencies work toward a solution that has a positive outoome ibrthe 

. enviroDDlCnt and the people C?fNew Jmsey. J , . . 

Should us'EPA Region n and NinEP ,each ooD8<DSUS wJn sillty to Ui.iy ~ on an 
IRM approach tbat achieves these goals in the near temi, NJDEP wou1d be williug to 
modify the scope of the State's Source Control Dredge Plan accordingly. . 

i 'I ' f I wduJd appreciate you conmmiog your co~t to have: {}SEP A Region n cngagt 
in ~ IRM discussion., d~cn"bed above so that I may have my office prOtIJpt)y COOidmale 
a JD%tixJg oftbe appropriate tccbnical and other staff fiom our agaicies to~ tms 
dialogue. Please note that 1ecbnical staff ofboth agencies were ~yplanning a 
meeting at the end ofMarcb. Given the time sensitivity of this matter, I believe that 
meeting should be held ch sooner. Meaiiwqile, it would be best to provide direction to 
staff so thq may id tify all opportunities f: coordination. 

Time .is of the essence in resolving this sisnificant environmental problem for the cil:lza:l$ 
ofNcw Jer,ey. I therefore ask fut your prompt reaponse·and thank you i>r )'01lt 

col)Sideration of this altonative approach which I hope, will allow our agencies to reach 
CODSen611S on a meaningful IRM that will make a true difference for the Passaic ltivr.r. 
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Very tnlly yours, 
I 

Lisa P. Jaclcson 
Commi,sioner . I 
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